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Two brothers with Iowa roots Jon and Jake Burke are helping to change the world of film exchange. They have developed a website called hoopslab.com, which allows people to upload entire basketball game footage to share with other coaches and players around the world. The goal of Hoops Lab is to make video exchange a quick and easy process for coaches and players. The Burke brothers realized that coaches needed an easy way to exchange game footage with other coaches that doesn't hurt their already shrinking athletic budgets. Likewise, Players need to be able to promote themselves to next level of coaches and scouts without having to pay recruiting services.  

The value of Hoops Lab doesn't stop at video exchange, as the site offers thousands of videos for game/practice planning, inbounds plays, offense / defense systems. The site is becoming a social network for basketball coaches and players. Hoops lab offers players and coaches skill building videos as well as great basketball blogs for training, team discipline and nutrition resources. 

Hoopslab.com was launched in 2010 and was quickly given the seal of approval from the Arizona Basketball Coaches Association. Coaches were eager to jump on board as most programs do not have the budget for services like Hudl. They needed to find a more cost-effective way to not only exchange film but help their kids get recruited.  

One Arizona coach who caught on quickly was former La Joya boys coach Nate Lucca. He used it to help get players Brandin Simon and Marcus Davis recruited, as well as to exchange game film with future opponents.  

"It was quite beneficial, it made it very easy for us to exchange film not only against other teams we'd be playing in the region but foes we had faced earlier in tournaments," Lucca said. "... It's a pretty top-notch site." 

Jon said, “I know that coaches are just starting to catch on to how much technology can help them on the court, in practice, and even during games. I see most coaches scrapping the pad and paper for a more interactive experience with an Ipad or tablet in the huddle. We want Hoops Lab to be a valuable resource for coaches when they move that direction.”  

Instructional videos on the website help guide users step by step through the uploading process, and videos can be uploaded into channels so they're easy to find for other users. Additionally, visitors to the website can also start or contribute to blogs. The forum is pretty wide open, Jon said.  

"As long as [topics] are basketball-related we don't restrict anything," Jon said. "We want people on there talking about anything basketball, sharing different techniques and strategies, or just sounding off on hoops.” 

 Membership is required to upload content, but it's completely free to register. The website is free to use because it is an advertisement-revenue based company. Hoops Lab also generates revenue from its Online Store that offers thousands of basketball related items.  

"We're trying to keep it free so it can just be a nice easy, useful tool for coaches, especially right now and the way the economy is," Jake said. I enjoy the coaching aspect and helping kids out to get scholarships. It'd be nice if it was just self sufficient where the add revenue and Online Store pays to keep it going."  

Jon Said, “We are really excited to see the site grow everyday. The most rewarding thing for us is to see the kids using it to promote themselves to the next level. If we can help kids get scholarships for school, we know the site is worth it.” 
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